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DANCE REVIEW 

The Acrobats of Pilobolus, Fiercely Lashing the Air to a Rock Beat 

 
Pilobolus From left, Eriko Jimbo, Jordan Kriston, Benjamin Coalter, Shawn Fitzgerald Ahern, Matt Del Rosario and Nile Russell performing 

“Licks” at the Joyce Theater.  

 “Skyscrapers” (its other co-creators were Trish Sie, Paula Salhany and the original dancers) and 

“Azimuth” (made by Ms. Jaworski, Mr. Tracy and Michael Moschen with the Pilobolus dancers of the 

time) were new last year. “Licks,” created by Ms. Sie and Ms. Jaworski in collaboration with six 

performers, was new in June and is having its New York premiere performances. These pieces are all light 

and all harmless. I also find them all disappointing, but that’s because each offers glimpses of how it could 

have been developed into something more intensely poetic. The title of “Licks” presumably refers to 

its use of rope; I’m sorry that this encourages the six performers to make mock-fierce,  

λ = wavelength 

INTRODUCTION: These dancers above are producing the third harmonic of a standing wave. The length of the 
rope is 30 ft from left dancer to right dancer. The dancer on the left is oscillating the rope at 3 cycles/s. The dancer 
on the right is just holding the rope stationary. The tension(T) in the rope is 10 pounds. 
 
QUESTIONS: (a) Find  velocity of wave on the rope? (b) Find the mass/unit length (m/L) of the rope in slugs/ft.? 
(c)Find weight(in pounds)/length of the rope? 
 
HINTS:  V = λ f ,  V = velocity of a wave on a string or rope = √(T/m/L) , √ = square root ,  1 slug = 32 lbs 
 
ANSWERS: (a) 60 ft/s  (b)  1/360 slug/ft ,  (c) 0.088 lb./ft 
 
 


