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On Rooftops and Trains, Daredevil Stunts in New 

York Can Turn Deadly 

For generations of thrill-seeking New Yorkers, the city’s landscape of tall buildings and byways has been an 

obstacle course of adventure, a test of courage and stamina. Buildings become soaring peaks to climb, their 

rooftops high-risk plateaus separated by canyons to vault with a daring leap. A skateboarder 

can grab the bumper of a passing vehicle and add a thrill to a prosaic ride. And who needs ocean waves when 

one can clamber atop a subway and surf it to the next stop, even if it is illegal?But sometimes these exploits do 

not go as smoothly as the imagination would have it, ending in tragedy. Such was the case on Thursday when 

Tyreek Riley, a 15-year-old playing with friends on the roof of a four-story apartment building in Crown 

Heights, Brooklyn, tried to leap across an (((eight-foot gap))) to the rooftop next door. 

He missed, and plunged to his death in a concrete alley. 

 

 
Children leaping from one rooftop to the next in Crown  Heights, Brooklyn, is not 

uncommon, according to residents. The gap between apartment buildings in Crown Heights,  

Brooklyn, where Tyreek Riley, 15, fell to his death this week while playing with friends.  

 

Leap angle is 210 8 ft. gap 
between 
buildings 

V = ? 

INTRODUCTION: This 15 yr. 
old failed to jump the 8 feet 
to other building roof and 
died. The goal here is to find 
the speed he should have 
leaped to be successful. 
 
QUESTIONS: (a) Find  speed 
he should have jumped to 
be successful? (b) Find time 
for the leap? 
 
HINTS:  Break solution into 
horizontal and vertical 
parts. g = 32 ft./s2 
 
ANSWERS: (a) 19.56 ft./s. 
(b) t = 0.438 s 
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